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Designed to help practitioners working in the field of 
malaria-related social and behavior change (SBC)

– Understand the potential uses of quantitative and 
qualitative research in the development, refinement, 
and implementation of malaria strategic 
communication plans

– Use this toolkit for guidance in conducting malaria-
related quantitative and qualitative research

Malaria Behavioral 
Assessment Toolkit



This toolkit can be used to:

• Determine and understand the demographic, social, and 
contextual antecedents associated with
– net use;
– the uptake of Intermittent Preventive Treatment of malaria in pregnancy 

(IPTp);
– Indoor Residual spraying (IRS); and
– prompt and appropriate treatment of malaria in children

• Estimate the effects of program activities on malaria-related 
antecedents and behavioral outcomes; and

• Propose focus areas for future programs designed to promote 
appropriate malaria prevention and treatment behaviors

Malaria Behavioral 
Assessment Toolkit



Three components:

I. Brief Overview of Quantitative and Qualitative Research
a. Decision table
b. Illustrative questions by social ecological levels and 

intervention type.

II. Quantitative Survey
a. Illustrative research plan
b. Survey questionnaire

III. Qualitative Approaches
a. Qualitative data collection methods
b. Qualitative data analysis
c. Select summaries of qualitative studies by 

intervention type
d. Sample interview guides for focus-group discussions 

(FGDs) and in-depth interviews (IDIs)
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II. Quantitative Survey

A. Two Comprehensive Questionnaires
- women’s 
- men’s 

Five Modules: 

1. Demographic characteristics & general malaria-related 
knowledge and practices

2. Bed net use
3. Intermittent preventive treatment in pregnancy (IPTp)
4. Indoor residual spraying (IRS
5. Care-seeking, testing and treatment.

B. Illustrative Research Plan
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III. Qualitative Approaches

Rationale	for	method	choice:	The	use	of	IDIs	helps	identify	individual	perceptions	and	
preferences	independent	of	group/social	influence, and	the	use	of	FGDs	helps	elicit	
social	normative	responses that	exist	within	the	population	of	interest	as	a	group.		By	
using	both	IDIs	and	FGDs,	the	researchers	tried	to	gain	a	full	understanding	of	the	
individual	as	well	as	the	collective/common	barriers	that	the	target	population	
experiences	around	net	use	in	situations	where	they	sleep	away	from	home.		Qualitative	
inquiry	allowed	for	more	flexibility	and	increased	depth	in	understanding	participants’	
perceptions on	why	they	may	or	may	not	use	a	net	when	sleeping	away	from	home,	
rather	than	limiting	it	to	a	quantitative	inquiry	within	the	researcher’s	understanding.		
The	qualitative	approach	was	thus	able	identify	contextual	and	situational	factors	
associated	with	the	net	users.
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