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Substandard	

• Medicine	that	does	not	contain	enough	ac0ve	ingredient	due	to	
uninten0onal	errors	caused	in	manufacturing.	

Falsified	

• Medicine	that	does	not	contain	enough	or	any	ac0ve	ingredient	due	to	
inten0onal	fraudulent	manufacturing	
• May	carry	false	reputa0on	of	their	source	or	iden0ty.	

Degraded	

• Medicine	that	does	not	contain	enough	ac0ve	ingredient	due	to	poor	
condi0ons	in	storage	environments,	handling,	or	transporta0on	(light,	
heat,	humidity,	etc.).	Stolen	or	diverted	medicine	is	especially	at	risk	of	
becoming	degraded.	

WHAT ARE POOR QUALITY 
MALARIA MEDICINES? 



Impact of Poor Quality Medicine 

•  Cannot effectively treat malaria 

•  Negatively influence consumer behavior 

•  Wastes national/individual financial resources  

•  Contributes to artemisinin resistance 

•  Associated with 122,350 under-five malaria 
deaths (2013 data from 39 countries) 





USING SBCC TO ADDRESS 
MALARIA MEDICINE ISSUES 

• Dangers	of	poor	quality	malaria	medicines	
• Steps	people	can	take	to	protect	themselves	and	others	

Improve	knowledge	of...	

• Need	to	buy/sell	good	quality	malaria	medicine	
• Importance	of	repor0ng	

Change	aFtudes	about...	

• Reducing	the	risk	of	buying/selling	poor	quality	malaria	medicines	
• Repor0ng	suspected	cases	to	pharmacists/proper	authori0es	

Promote	behaviors	around...	



USING ADVOCACY TO ADDRESS 
MALARIA MEDICINE ISSUES 

•  Raise	awareness	of	issue	
•  Convince	them	to	priori0ze	medicine	quality	and	availability	

Decision-makers	

•  Promote	working	closely	with	drug	regulatory	and	law	enforcement	agencies	

Customs	and	immigra8on	officials	

•  Advocate	to	strengthen	penal0es	for	procuring,	impor0ng,	manufacturing	and	
selling	poor	quality	malaria	medicines	

Lawmakers	

•  Improve	and	expand	quality	assurance	tes0ng	

Quality	assurance	and	surveillance	agencies	
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 

 
–  Contact Us/Feedback 

page: 
http://
sbccimplementationkits.org
/quality-malaria-medicines/
contactus/  

 
–  Springboard for Health 

Communication 
Professionals Discussion: 
https://
healthcomspringboard.org/
discussions/topic/
promoting-quality-malaria-
medicines-with-sbcc/  



 
HTTP://SBCCIMPLEMENTATIONKITS.ORG/

QUALITY-MALARIA-MEDICINES/  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
HEARING FROM YOU! 


